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RAC is a voice for over 1.3 million Western Australians.  
Since our foundation in 1905, RAC has existed to be a driving 
force for a better WA by championing change that will create 
a safer, sustainable and connected Western Australia.

Purpose
The driving force 
for a better WA. 

Vision
2030: A safer, 
sustainable and 
connected future for 
Western Australians. 

Mission
Delivering great member services 
and experiences, while inspiring 
positive community change that 
makes life better in WA.
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RAC’s five priorities for the 2026-27 State Budget are:

Further investment in low-cost safety treatments on country roads through the Regional 
Road Safety Program – to complete the state road network and comprehensively address 
the local government sealed road network. 

Enabling local governments to work with Main Roads WA to determine and then implement 
safer speed limits at scale across their networks.

Expediting the delivery of cycling infrastructure and enhancing streets and places for  
active travel.

Accelerating investment in bus priority measures along key corridors to support improved 
reliability and uptake of public transport in Perth.

Scaling up electric vehicle charging infrastructure and extending financial support to 
accelerate the transition to sustainable vehicles.

The 2026-27 State Budget is an opportunity to fund critically 
important programs and projects to save lives and prevent 
serious injuries, reduce harmful vehicle emissions and 
better connect Western Australians. These initiatives will 
also create thousands of jobs and help safeguard WA’s 
productivity and liveability.
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Our key priorities
1. Low-cost safety treatments on country roads

The challenge:
	» Over five years, more than 500 people have been killed and over 2,500 seriously injured on WA’s 

regional roads1.

	» Regional WA has a fatality rate of 18.6 road deaths per 100,000 population2 , which is significantly higher 
than the WA and national averages of 6.3 and 4.8 road deaths per 100,000 people in 2024, respectively3. 
While other states have higher fatality rates in regional areas than in metro areas, WA’s regional fatality 
rate is particularly high.

	» Much of the regional road network is unforgiving of mistakes, with high-speed two-way traffic, roadside 
hazards such as trees and a lack of safety features.

	» 44 per cent of deaths and serious injuries in regional WA occur on local government managed roads 
(accounting for more than 270 deaths and serious injuries each year)4, meaning that both state and local 
roads need to be improved to deliver road safety targets. 

	» Infrastructure Australia has prioritised poor quality parts of Australia’s regional road network5 and more 
specifically single vehicle, run-off road crashes in WA6, as issues of national significance.
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The opportunity:
The Regional Road Safety Program (RRSP) is a 
landmark WA Government initiative delivering effective, 
low-cost safety treatments such as sealing shoulders, 
installing audible edge lines, medians and/or centre 
lines. The RRSP, announced by the WA Government in 
August 20197 , was originally costed at $900 million 
and modelled to reduce regional road trauma by 60 
per cent. To date, around 10,000km of state-controlled 
regional roads have been upgraded since the program 
was established in 20208. 

RAC has welcomed the funding, but it is critical the 
program is rolled out in full (around 14,400 km9), so  
that the safety benefits are realised across the whole 
WA regional network.

Early evidence indicates that the RRSP is having a 
positive impact10. Crash reduction analysis (to 
December 2022), which was undertaken across 163 
Regional Road Safety Program projects, indicated a 50 
per cent reduction in fatalities and a 35 per cent 
reduction in serious injuries when compared to the five 
years prior. 

Local governments manage around 26,000km of 
sealed regional roads11, which would benefit from 
similar low-cost treatments as the state network, but 
less than 1,000km of local government roads have 
been upgraded under the existing RRSP.  Therefore, a 
tailored program, akin to the RRSP, offers a clear 
opportunity to reduce risk across these local networks.

In 2022, RAC commissioned the National Transport 
Research Organisation (NTRO) to develop a business 
case to seek funding to improve the safety of sealed, 
high-speed local government roads in WA. The WA 
Local Government Association and Main Roads WA 
were project partners, supporting the project through: a 
funding contribution; active participation in the project 
working group; and a joint commitment to use the 
deliverables to improve road safety outcomes. The 
review identified approximately 8,000km of local 
government roads in need of urgent upgrades using 
criteria including: high-speed limit (90km/h or more) 
sealed roads; routes providing a regionally significant 
function12; roads with a ‘high’ crash rate13; and high-
speed peri-urban roads identified by Main Roads WA. 

In 2025, Main Roads WA commissioned NTRO to 
update the business case to align with Infrastructure 
Australia’s funding submission requirements and so 
that the treatment unit rates matched current market 
conditions and delivery mechanisms. As part of this 
process, the proposed treatments were also updated to 
maximise the crash reduction benefits by applying 
shoulder sealing and audible edge and centre lines on 
all roads, ensuring a more comprehensive, uniform and 
equitable application of safety treatments.

Map of roads prioritised for the business case. Source: NTRO

The updated version of the business case has been 
submitted to Infrastructure Australia and still identifies 
low-cost safety treatments for approximately 
8,000km of high speed sealed local government 
roads. This investment would realise an estimated 
reduction of more than 750 deaths and serious 
injuries over a 30-year lifespan.

The WA Government announced in the 2025-26 
State Budget that $250 million will be allocated over 
five years to expand the RRSP to local roads across 
the State14. RAC has welcomed the funding for this 
first stage of local roads investment, however, to 
reach the total projected reduction in the number of 
people killed or seriously injured (KSI), the WA and 
Australian Governments must continue to co-fund 
these safety treatments across all 8,000km of local 
government roads.

Funding these programs will assist with the delivery 
of Driving Change: A Road Safety Strategy for 
Western Australia 2020–2030 (Driving Change) and 
the National Road Safety Strategy 2021-30, which 
have both identified making regional roads safer a 
priority to reduce road trauma. In addition, they 
respond to Infrastructure Australia’s priority listing: 
Regional Road Network Safety Improvements, and 
strongly align with other priority listings, including 
Regional and Rural WA Road Network Safety 
Improvements, and Road Access Improvements to 
Remote WA Communities. 

RAC calls on the WA Government to:

	» Ensure that the existing Regional Road Safety 
Program is fully funded and delivered.

	» Co-fund with the Australian Government the 
Regional Road Safety Program (Local Roads) 
program to apply low-cost safety treatments 
to approximately 8,000km of high speed 
sealed local government roads to prevent 
hundreds of deaths and serious injuries.
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2. Network-wide speed limit reviews for local government roads

The challenge:
	» Travel speed affects reaction time and braking distance: With less time to react to hazards, driving at 

higher speeds increases both the likelihood of a crash and the impact speed if there is a crash. The 
human body is fragile and can only tolerate a certain amount of force, meaning that impact speed is 
arguably the most influential factor determining crash outcomes.

	» Speed limits have historically reflected typical travel speeds rather than the human body’s ability to 
tolerate the energy released during a crash. This means that most of them do not align well with the Safe 
System principles committed to by the WA Government in its state road safety strategy 2021-2030: 
Driving Change.

	» Speed limit reductions have also traditionally been set on a case-by-case basis and considered at the 
road rather than network level, which limits opportunities for a more consistent approach. 

	» The time and resources required to undertake network-wide speed limit reviews, coupled with the cost 
of purchasing and installing signage, are barriers to implementing safer speed limits at-scale, particularly 
if local governments are required to pay for signage.

	» Driving Change identifies safe travel speeds as a priority and the strategy’s targets (50-70 per cent 
reduction in people killed and seriously injured by 2030) are largely predicated on speed limit reductions. 
However, the safer speed actions within the 2021-2023 action plan were limited and progress has been 
modest - we need to act now to meet the 2030 targets. 
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The opportunity:
Speed limits should reflect the fragility of the human 
body and its ability to tolerate force in the event of a 
crash. Even the safest vehicles, road designs and the 
presence of proven, and often costly, road safety 
treatments are sometimes not enough to save lives 
and prevent the life-changing injuries that occur from 
crashes at higher speeds. It’s also not feasible to wait 
for the billions in funding that would be required to 
upgrade local government roads to make them safer 
for the speeds drivers currently travel at. 

Recognising the importance of speed reforms, 
Driving Change action plans have identified actions 
relating to working with local governments to identify 
and implement safer speeds in local areas, including 
funding for changes in speed zoning signage and 
supporting trials (Action 27 from the 2021-23 action 
plan and Action 7 from the 2024-26 action plan). 
Further actions identified for 2024-26 include 
modelling the expected effects of speed on crashes 
and road trauma as well as reviewing and updating 
the WA speed zoning policy to ensure it is in line with 
best practice (Action 1).

Since June 2022, the Shire of Augusta Margaret River 
and RAC, with support from Main Roads WA, have 
been working on a Safer Speeds Trial Project (the 
Trial)15, to test a new approach to assessing speed 
limits on local government roads within the Trial area, 
focusing on harm minimisation and analysing roads 
in a holistic, area-wide way, and ultimately create a 
Blueprint for Safer Speeds.

The design of the Trial has involved reviewing 
network data including traffic, speed, crash history, 
movement and place, and community nominations 
alongside a literature review of best practice speed 
limit setting. A set of principles for speed zoning, 
prioritising harm minimisation, were agreed to and 
helped guide the proposed speed limit reductions.  

Road type Old speed limit New speed limit

Town centres 40-50km/h 40km/h (area wide)

Residential streets 50km/h 40km/h (area wide)

Urban major roads 60-70km/h 50-60km/h

Peri-urban residential roads 70km/h or 110km/h (open default) 60km/h (area wide)

Sealed rural undivided roads 70-110km/h (open default) 70-80km/h

Table 1.  Speed limit principles

The Trial commenced in May 2025, with new speed 
limit signs progressively installed over a four-month 
period on approximately 550 roads. Comprehensive 
evaluations will take place 12 months after the Trial 
commences and then after three years. 

The Blueprint will provide a process for an approach 
to speed limit setting across a wide and varying road 
network and be able to be replicated for other local 
government areas. Further, early learnings from the 
Trial have highlighted that network-wide assessment 
and implementation of new speeds and speed limit 
signage must be sufficiently resourced.

RAC calls on the WA Government to:

	» Establish, fund and resource a $5 million per 
year program led by Main Roads WA that 
enables local governments to assess their 
road network speed limits holistically and 
then implement safer speed limits.
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3. Upscale investment for a high-quality active transport network

The challenge:
	» Active travel plays a fundamental role in achieving net zero emissions by 2050, but current rates of 

walking and riding remain low, even for short trips16.  According to RAC data, 47 per cent of car trips  
in Perth made between June 2024 and June 2025 were under 5km in distance and 10 per cent were 
under 1km17. 

	» RAC member sentiments point to high levels of dissatisfaction with active transport infrastructure where 
fear of sharing the roads with motorists is the main barrier to cycling more often. While 85 per cent of 
members feel comfortable riding along a busy street on a shared path and 75 per cent on a protected 
on-road bike lane, just 11 per cent would feel comfortable mixing with traffic18.

	» Currently, only 31 per cent of the 5,568km Long Term Cycle Network (LTCN) is constructed to an 
adequate standard19. The lack of adequate infrastructure significantly inhibits the ability to swap short 
vehicle trips with active travel especially to key community destinations such as primary schools.  For 
example, within the 1km catchment of all primary schools in the Perth metropolitan region, just 36 per 
cent of the LTCN is completed to an adequate standard with over half of this network either non-existent, 
inadequate or needing significant improvement. Approximately 75 per cent of all secondary routes 
within primary school catchments are either non-existent, inadequate or needing significant 
improvement.

	» Underinvestment is a major barrier to realising the benefits of active transport. The State Government’s 
annual investment in active travel infrastructure is only around 1.3 per cent of the 2023-24 combined 
capital expenditure of Main Roads WA, Public Transport Authority, and Department of Transport and 
Major Infrastructure20.

	» The WA Government invested an annual average of $75m between 2017 and 202521. However, in 
2023-24, only a small proportion went directly to Local Governments22, despite their responsibility for 
over three quarters of the network23. Under the current grant framework, LTCN projects also require a 
higher local government contribution (1:1) than road-based projects (2:1) potentially making active 
transport infrastructure less attractive to deliver.

	» Furthermore, as of 2024, the Western Australian Bicycle Network (WABN) Grant Program has a narrow 
eligibility criterion where the funding stream for the Perth and Peel LTCN is largely only available for 
primary and secondary routes within 2km of METRONET stations. This program framework 
predominantly supports commuting trips as opposed to short local trips; it prioritises outer suburbs; and 
excludes many local governments from accessing funds.
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The opportunity:
Transitioning short vehicle trips to active travel modes 
presents a big opportunity. Most people can cycle 5km 
in 20 minutes. Making it easier for people to travel by 
active modes reduces emissions, lowers household 
transport costs, manages congestion, reduces 
pressure on the health system24, and saves on road 
building and maintenance costs25. It increases physical 
activity, provides opportunities for social 
connectedness by humanising our streets and 
places26, and can improve mental health27.

Investing in active travel creates a stronger, more 
inclusive and sustainable economy by providing travel 
options for people of all ages and abilities, that are 
affordable and virtually emission free. International 
examples show that the economic, health, and climate 
benefits generated by such networks outweigh the 
initial investment often within just two years28. In 2022, 
the Australian cycling and e-scooter economy 
contributed over $18.6 billion in economic, health and 
social and environmental benefits nationally29. And, 
modelling from New South Wales estimates each extra 
kilometre walked adds $5.24 of value and cycling (off 
road) adds $2.97, accounting for the economic benefits 
derived from better physical and mental health over a 
lifetime, cleaner air, and fewer road injuries30.  

Numerous cities and countries are scaling up 
investment to deliver a high-quality active transport 
network; Ireland committed 20 per cent of the 
transport capital budget annually (€360 million / $588 
million AUD) to walking and cycling for five years from 
202031; Scotland allocated 10 per cent of the transport 
budget to active travel in 2024–2532, and many others 
including Santiago (Chile)33, Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)34 , 
Singapore35, and Abu Dhabi (UAE)36.  
And there are numerous examples of cities seeing the 
return on investment; Paris invested €250 million 
($403 million AUD) from 2021–2026 to make all streets 
cyclable by 202637 and saw cycling trips rise from 3 
per cent in 2010 to 11 per cent in 2023, now surpassing 
car trips for trips from the outskirts to the centre38; and 
the City of London reported a 57 per cent increase in 
cycling volumes between 2022 and 2024 due to 
sustained investment39.

RAC members strongly support investment in off-road 
and shared path infrastructure to make local streets 
feel safer for cycling40. Recent research shows strong 
community support for off-road shared paths and 
better connections between bike routes, local 
destinations, and public transport, and that 
infrastructure solutions are among the most impactful 
solutions for encouraging active transport41. To meet 
this demand and address safety concerns, increasing 
the active transport investment from 1.3 per cent of the 
transport capital budget is essential for unlocking 
suppressed demand and enabling more people to 
choose walking and riding. 

Finally, addressing the gaps in secondary route 
infrastructure around primary schools will help to 
address the decline in active travel to school. The WA 
Bicycle Network Plan highlights the importance of 
connecting schools and stations to active transport42, 
and with school catchments accounting for much of 
the network, targeted investment in these areas would 
deliver high-impact results. By prioritising the 
completion and upgrade of secondary routes within 
school catchments, we can enable safer, more direct 
walking and cycling access for students and the 
broader community, reduce short vehicle trips, and 
foster lifelong active travel habits from an early age.

RAC calls on the WA Government to:

	» Increase the proportion of the transport 
capital budget allocated to active transport 
infrastructure from around 1.3 per cent to 10 
per cent to complete the Long Term Cycle 
Network within a decade. This should 
prioritise secondary routes in primary school 
catchments where infrastructure is 
inadequate or non-existent. 

	» Amend the funding structure of the  
WABN Grants Program for LTCN projects  
so that for each dollar the local government 
spends, the WA Government contributes $3 
rather than $1. 

	» Expand the WABN Grants Program funding 
criteria to include all LTCN routes within 
precincts such as schools, activity centres 
and all train stations.  
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4. Capitalise on Perth’s high-frequency bus network 

The challenge:
	» WA's population is projected to grow by nearly 32 per cent between 2021 and 2036. Tens of thousands 

of new residents are expected along high-frequency bus service corridors, and population growth in the 
City of Stirling alone may have over 54,000 new residents by 2036 and could generate around 18,000 
additional peak hour vehicle trips. This will increase congestion unless viable alternatives are provided. 

	» With each hour of peak delay costing around $20 per person in lost productivity43, traffic congestion 
affecting thousands of daily bus users imposes a significant economic burden.

	» Mixing buses with general traffic impacts their reliability, efficiency and attractiveness as a transport 
mode, and for six years running, RAC Members have nominated the time it takes to get to their 
destination with public transport as one of their top three barriers to using it more often.

	» Infrastructure Australia has found that by 2031, bus boardings in Perth are estimated to grow by 40 per 
cent with significant crowding expected on major routes. Without action, the annual attributed cost of 
time spent traveling under crowded conditions is expected to increase nearly ten-fold, from $17 million in 
2016 to $159 million in 203144 further impacting the attractiveness of the network.

	» Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), while desirable for key corridors, faces barriers such as high costs, space 
constraints, network and fleet interoperability challenges and long delivery timelines. These challenges 
underscore the need for interim bus priority improvements as planning for a mid-tier public transport 
system progresses.

	» New corridors previously identified for bus priority, such as the proposed high-frequency transit corridor 
between Alkimos and Eglinton Stations are not being achieved, risking a default to standard bus service 
levels, limiting patronage potential and locking in car dependency in a rapidly developing area.
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The opportunity:
While recent State investment has focused on 
expanding Perth’s rail network, buses remain a heavy 
mover, typically supporting about half of all public 
transport trips. In 2024-25, buses carried almost 24 
million more boardings than trains45. This reflects 
their critical role along key corridors, as well as a 
feeder service to the rail network, and facilitator of 
diverse trip types across the network.  

The 900 series of bus routes perform a unique  
role within Perth’s transport network, contributing 
towards the formation of a mid-tier service. 
Predominantly serving the Central Sub-Region, they 
operate at higher frequencies and longer hours than 
standard services they also run along major 
corridors, connecting key destinations unable to be 
covered by the rail network (such as QEII and UWA) 
as well as connecting the stations themselves. These 
14 routes support some of Perth’s highest patronage 
levels (particularly the 950 and 960 routes with up to 
17 thousand and 9 thousand passengers per 
weekday respectively), delivering superior cost 
efficiencies per boarding46.  

RAC’s 2025 Public Transport Member Priorities 
Tracker survey found that 41 per cent of members 
would be more likely to use public transport if 
additional bus priority measures were introduced, 
and 59 per cent supported better connections (and 
corresponding connecting pedestrian infrastructure) 
to activity centres and destinations beyond Perth  
City Centre. 

Providing more buses and investing in bus priority 
infrastructure along high demand routes such as the 
900 series is a strategic opportunity to attract and 
transport a higher volume of passengers, more 
reliably and faster than standard buses and 
potentially other traffic. Key benefits of investing in 
bus priority include:

	» Emission savings: One standard bus produces 
just one tenth of the emissions of 50 internal 
combustion engine cars over 100km47. With the 
WA Government transitioning exclusively to 
electric bus manufacturing from May 2025, the 
potential for ongoing emissions savings will 
significantly increase, particularly if additional car 
trips are switched to the bus. 

	» Optimisation of road space: With each bus 
capable of replacing up to 50 cars while using just 
6 per cent of the road space, buses play a critical 
role in easing congestion and reducing car 
dependency, particularly during peak periods48. 

	» Return on investment: Modelling shows that 
investing in efficient and sustainable transport 
modes delivers greater long-term economic and 
social returns than expanding car infrastructure49.  
Expanding bus priority is a cost-effective way to 
boost patronage and enhance the bus network, 
delivering greater returns than rail expansion 
thanks to lower operating costs per boarding50 
and system-wide benefits for all road users.

	» Addressing perceived barriers to bus use: 
Research shows that customers highly value bus 
services with bus priority infrastructure for their 
reliability, comfort or safety compared to mixed-
traffic bus services. This can result in a noticeable 
increase in patronage. In fact, for every 1 per cent 
improvement in service quality due to bus priority, 
overall ridership across the route has shown to 
grow by more than 1 per cent51.

	» Unlocking development potential and 
supporting land use planning: Combining 
priority bus infrastructure with direct routing 
through activity centres in new developments 
enables greater transport choice in accessing 
employment, and retail development within 
walkable catchments, reducing car dependency 
and supporting sustainable urban growth.  

	» Reducing the number of people KSI on roads: 
Local and international research demonstrates 
that buses are significantly safer than private 
vehicles52, especially within bus priority zones53, 
and can reduce the overall risk of fatal and serious 
injuries, by: enforcing a slower on-road 
environment; reducing the number of vehicles on 
the road; reducing per person exposure; and 
progressing a multi-modal approach to travel. 

	» Progressing towards a mid-tier transport 
system: Bus priority measures are a critical step in 
elevating Perth’s public transport network to a 
mid-tier system, bridging the gap between local 
buses and high-capacity rail. By improving travel 
time reliability, reducing delays, and enhancing 
passenger experience, bus priority enables 
high-frequency routes to operate more like rapid 
transit services. This supports mode shift, 
increases corridor efficiency, and lays the 
groundwork for scalable, cost-effective upgrades 
to meet growing demand.
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In 2017, the Office of the Auditor General’s Planning 
and Management of Bus Services report highlighted 
that over 20 corridors needed significant 
improvements to bus priority measures to support 
the high-frequency bus series, and in 2019 PTA’s 
Major Corridor Review outlined 24 potential high-
frequency corridors and 10 under-performing 
high-frequency routes which would generate the 
highest return on investment if transitioned to  
bus priority.  

There are a range of bus priority measures, including 
Intelligent Transport Systems, queue jump facilities at 
signalised intersections and 24 hour bus lanes, 
offering scalable and tailorable solutions in line with 
corridor needs and growing demand.  Since 2014, 
bus priority measures have been installed along 
Beaufort Street, Fitzgerald Street, Charles Street, 
Mounts Bay Road, Stirling Highway adjacent to UWA, 
Great Eastern Highway, Ranford Road and most 
recently along Albany Highway and Shepperton 
Road to support the Armadale Line shutdown. 

A larger program is now needed to accelerate 
improvement and reliability of the high-frequency 
series and support the rollout of additional bus 
priority measures in line with strategic transport 
portfolio objectives. Considering the potential for 
leveraging existing infrastructure investment in 
certain areas, the forecast levels of population growth 
along existing high-frequency bus catchments, and 
the need for completing routes in line with PTA’s 
desire for a “whole of corridor approach”, RAC has 
identified some key opportunities over the short to 
medium term:

	» Bus priority measures on Canning Highway east 
and west of Canning Bridge Station to support the 
910 bus route, ongoing population growth, and in 
anticipation of area wide development including 
the Canning Bridge Bus Interchange and proposed 
ferry terminal.

	» Continuation of existing bus priority treatments 
north along Beaufort Street between Salisbury 
Street to Russell Street in support of the 950  
bus route. 

	» Wanneroo Road corridor:

	 >	� Continuation of existing bus priority along 
Charles Street (north of Vincent Street to 
Nollamara Shopping Centre) connecting to 
services from Scarborough Beach Road and 
providing access to ECU City (supporting the 
990 bus route) 

	 >	� Implementation of bus priority measures 
along Wanneroo Road (south) to connect with 
the Charles Street section, offset demand 
along the Mitchell Freeway and support the 
970 bus route. 

	» Allocation of long-term capital and recurrent 
funding to deliver enabling infrastructure that 
supports the future roll out of high-frequency bus 
services between Alkimos and Eglinton Stations, 
including bus priority measures and direct routing 
through activity centres to meet the needs of the 
rapidly growing population.

RAC calls on the WA Government to:

Commit an initial program cost of $120m over 
four years to develop and fund a program of 
works to deliver a ‘whole of corridor’ approach 
to bus priority treatments along the 900 series 
high-frequency bus routes. This includes the 
provision of more buses, corresponding 
pedestrian connectivity, and prioritisation of bus 
priority measures along Canning Highway, 
Beaufort Street and Wanneroo Road South, and 
enabling infrastructure in support of a high-
frequency bus service between Alkimos and 
Eglinton Stations.  
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5. �Scaling up Electric Vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure and 
extending financial support

The challenge:
	» Tragically, modelling estimates more than 11,100 Australian adults die prematurely each year due to 

exposure to traffic-related NO2 and PM2.5 emissions54. 

	» In 2021, Australia recorded the highest total oxides of nitrogen (NOx) emissions per capita (108kg) of all 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries; this was almost six and a 
half times the OECD average55.

	» As well as people’s health, our environment is also impacted, a problem that is only worsening. In 2023, 
road transport made up nearly 18 per cent of national carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2-e) emissions, with 
cars alone accounting for 9 per cent of national emissions56.  If we do not act, transport emissions are on 
track to be the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Australia by 203057.

	» Over the last 30 years, road transport CO2-e emissions per person increased in WA by 12 per cent, whilst 
the national average declined by 3 per cent58.

	» In 2024, battery electric vehicle (BEV) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) sales represented 13 per 
cent of new vehicle sales in Australia, lagging behind the global average of 22 per cent59. 

	» Infrastructure Australia has identified the need for more EV fast chargers on national highways as an 
issue of national significance60. Australia still has a high number of EVs per public charging point 
compared with other countries, at 45 per public charging point as of 2024 (compared with between 10 
and 30 in most IEA member countries), leading to long wait times. Australia has less than 1.1kW of public 
charging per EV, which is again low compared to other countries61.

	» According to our members who aren’t considering an EV for their next vehicle purchase, the top barriers 
include cost and access to charging infrastructure.
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The opportunity: 
The broad adoption of EVs will reduce harmful 
vehicle emissions, help reduce reliance on fossil fuels, 
create employment in a developing industry, and 
reduce the cost of operating a vehicle.  

Modelling by Aurecon shows only BEVs and Fuel Cell 
EVs (FCEVs) have the potential to come close to the 
magnitude of life cycle CO2-e reductions from cars 
needed to meet Australia’s climate commitments62. 
However, in the shorter-term PHEVs can also support 
the transition towards lower-emission road transport, 
providing a smaller but significant contribution 
towards the achievement of Australia’s emissions 
reduction targets while the infrastructure and 
technology for BEVs and FCEVs continue to develop. 
Operating on WA’s mixed grid, the life cycle emissions 
of BEVs are already lower than a comparable petrol 
vehicle by 55 per cent, and as the electricity mix 
continues to decarbonise, this gap will increase such 
that on a fully renewable grid, the emissions of a BEV 
would be 86 per cent lower. The life cycle emissions 
of an FCEV powered by green or grey63 hydrogen 
would be 83 per cent or 50 per cent lower than a 
petrol equivalent, respectively. The life-cycle 
emissions of PHEVs are lower than a comparable 
petrol vehicle by 43 per cent. 

The Electric Vehicle Strategy for Western Australia 
has underpinned several initiatives such as: grants for 
charging infrastructure; a commitment to increase 
the number of EVs in the government fleet; the WA 
EV charging network; and providing $3,500 rebates 
for purchasing an electric or hydrogen fuel cell 
vehicle. However, some of these initiatives have 
ended prior to EV market saturation, including 
completion of the WA EV Network during 2024/25 
and expiry of the Zero Emission Vehicle Rebate in 
May 2025. 

According to Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation (CSIRO) EV projections for 
WA's Wholesale Electricity Market (WEM), the 
expected scenario64 for 2030 estimates more than 
300,000 passenger EVs (BEVs and PHEVs) within the 
SWIS area. At a national level, CSIRO's modelling 
projects that EVs will account for around 58 per cent 
of new passenger vehicle sales and 11 per cent of the 
total vehicle fleet in Australia in 203065. To service the 
increasing number of EVs, Deloitte modelling 
suggests an eight-fold increase on 2023 levels of 
public charging capacity will be needed by 2033. This 
represents around 31,500 new public EV chargers 
nationally, with approximately 3,000 new public 
chargers needed in WA66.

The WA Charge Up Grants third round closed on 30 
June 2025. There is no state budget allocation 
beyond 2025/26. The rollout of workplace, 
destination and public fast EV chargers could be 
enhanced by continuing and expanding the scheme 
and amending the criteria, for example by:

	» increasing the state government co-funding 
contribution towards purchase, installation  
and maintenance of EV charging hardware  
(currently dependent on site location and  
charger size but capped at a maximum 
contribution of 50 per cent);

	» expanding eligible expenditure (for example, by 
including feasibility studies that can be costly for 
local governments if an alternative location needs 
to be selected, and extending the maintenance 
plan beyond two years); and/or

	» relaxing applicant eligibility requirements (currently 
capped according to number of employees and 
turnover), especially where the charger is publicly 
available.

There is evidence that EV purchase cost remains a 
significant barrier to fleet adoption in Australia. 
According to a 2025 survey of over 8,600 fleet 
decision-makers from 30 countries (including 300 
from Australia), the top three challenges to 
electrifying fleets identified by Australian respondents 
were: purchase price (52 per cent); charging 
infrastructure (50 per cent); and vehicle availability 
(40 per cent)67. A complementary measure to 
augment the Charge Up Grants scheme would be to 
incentivise businesses to purchase EVs. Fleet 
purchases are a significant driver of EV sales and an 
important contributor to the second-hand market, 
which in turn assists with overall EV affordability for 
consumers. For example, the first three rounds of the 
New South Wales EV Fleets Incentive accounted for 
over 3,400 BEV purchases by businesses to 2024, 
constituting five per cent of all BEV registrations in 
that state68. A similar incentive in WA to provide 
businesses with one-off EV purchase subsidies could 
assist with offsetting the higher purchase cost of a 
BEV compared to an equivalent ICE vehicle. If a 
similar quantum of funding is applied to WA on a per 
capita basis this equates to an annual spend (based 
on the 2024/25 NSW Fleets Incentive budget) of 
approximately $6.8 million. 



RAC State Budget Submission 
2026-27

16

In a 2024 RAC survey, EV owners suggested more 
charging stations, particularly fast chargers, in more 
locations, especially in regional/rural areas as the 
main improvements needed to public charging 
facilities in WA. Other common suggestions included 
increased reliability of existing chargers and 
enhanced charge station amenities. The National 
Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Mapping Tool 
identifies many areas in regional WA where fast 
charging infrastructure could be optimally located to 
meet demand including key transport routes (such as 
Great Northern Highway between Perth and Port 
Hedland) that are outside the WA and (proposed) 
National EV Charging networks. Research conducted 
by Future Smart Strategies for the Tesla Owners Club 
of Western Australia also highlighted Great Northern 
Highway as a major long-distance route that currently 
lacks an integrated EV charging network but would 
benefit from DC charging infrastructure, and an 
opportunity for the WA EV Network to be augmented 
with additional fast chargers between existing sites. 
Reducing the average distance between chargers 
from 200km to 100km would decrease the risk of EV 
drivers becoming stranded (if, for example, drivers 
must drive further because a charger is out of order 
or their driving range is reduced because of towing). 

A key learning from operating the RAC Electric 
Highway®, and important consideration for the state’s 
EV Charging Network, is that for the public to have 
confidence in using public charging infrastructure, it 
is critical not only to invest in the chargers 
themselves but also in amenities that improve 
comfort and safety while waiting for an EV to charge. 
This includes lighting and CCTV, as well as access to 
facilities such as seating, shelters, bins and toilets, and 
is particularly important in remote locations where 
stopping to charge a vehicle also doubles as a rest 
stop for drivers.

RAC calls on the WA Government to:

	» Commit a minimum of $23 million to fund a 
second phase of the WA EV network 
program. This phase should prioritise the 
deployment of public charging infrastructure 
along key transport routes in regional and 
remote WA—such as the Great Northern 
Highway—that currently fall outside the 
existing network and are unlikely to attract 
private investment in the short to medium 
term. Public investment should aim to reduce 
the distance between chargers to 100km and 
ensure amenities are available.

	» Commit a further $15 million to continue the 
WA Charge Up Grants Program and relax 
eligible expenditure and applicant criteria to 
accelerate rollout of workplace, destination 
and public EV fast chargers.

	» Commit at least $6.8 million to an initial 
round of an EV fleet purchase rebate to 
complement the WA Charge Up Grants 
Program by incentivising WA businesses to 
purchase EVs.



RAC State Budget Submission 
2026-27

17

References
1.	 Road Safety Commission (2025). Regional Western Australia Road Statistics. Retrieved from: https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/regional-western-australia-

road-statistics (accessed 19 December 2025).

2.	 Fatalities based on Road Safety Commission Road Fatalities: Year to Date and Annual Statistics 2024 (which adopts WA Police boundaries), retrieved from: https://www.wa.gov.au/
organisation/road-safety-commission/road-fatalities-year-date-and-annual-statistics. Population statistics based on Australian Bureau of Statistics Greater Capital City Statistical Area 
(2024), retrieved from:  https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population. (accessed 19 December 2025).

3.	 Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts (2025). Monthly road deaths. Retrieved from: https://datahub.roadsafety.gov.au/
progress-reporting/monthly-road-deaths (accessed 19 December 2025).

4.	 Road Safety Commission (2025). Regional Western Australia Road Statistics. Retrieved from: https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/regional-western-australia-
road-statistics (accessed 19 December 2025).

5.	 Infrastructure Australia (2022). Regional road network safety improvements. Retrieved from: https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/map/regional-road-network-safety-
improvements (accessed 19 December 2025).

6.	 Infrastructure Australia (2023). Regional and rural WA road network safety improvements. Retrieved from: https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/map/regional-and-rural-wa-road-
network-safety-improvements (accessed 19 December 2025).

7.	 WA Government (2019, 1 August). Federal backing sought for WA road safety initiative [Media statement]. Retrieved from: https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/
McGowan-Labor-Government/Federal-backing-sought-for-WA-road-safety-initiative-20190801 (accessed 19 December 2025).

8.	 WA Government (2025, 14 August). Successful regional road safety program expanded to Local Government roads [Media statement]. Retrieved from: https://www.wa.gov.au/
government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Successful-regional-road-safety-program-expanded-to-Local-Government-roads-20250813 (accessed 19 December 
2025).

9.	 Road Safety Council (2024). Communique (meeting held 25 October 2024). Retrieved from: https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2024-12/roadsafetycouncilcommuniqueoctober2024.
pdf (accessed 19 December 2025).

10.	 Main Roads WA. (2023). Success in Regional Road Safety Program. Retrieved from: https://annualreports.mainroads.wa.gov.au/AR-2023/welcome/our-stories/success-in-regional-road-
safety-program.html (accessed 19 December 2025).

11.	 Western Australian Local Government Association (2022). Report on Local Government Road Assets & Expenditure 2020-2021. Retrieved from: https://walga.asn.au/policy-advice-and-
advocacy/infrastructure/roads/report-on-local-government-road-assets-and-expendi.aspx (accessed 19 December 2025).

12.	 As identified in Roads 2040. See: https://walga.asn.au/policy-advocacy/our-policy-areas/infrastructure/roads/roads-2040-regional-road-development-strategies. (accessed 19 December 
2025).

13.	 Two or more mid-block KSI crashes or one or more mid-block KSI crashes and 5 or more mid-block crashes in total. Only mid-block crashes were considered since the mass-action 
nature of the treatments targeted mid-block crash types, predominantly run-off-road and head-on crashes.

14.	 WA Government (2025, 19 June). Budget delivers infrastructure, major services in the Great Southern [Media statement]. Retrieved from: https://www.wa.gov.au/government/
media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Budget-delivers-infrastructure%2C-major-services-in-the-Great-Southern-20250619 (accessed 19 December 2025).

15.	 Further information on the Trial can be found at https://saferspeedstrial.com.au/ (accessed 19 December 2025).

16.	 Department of Transport (2021). The Declining Rate of Walking and Cycling to School in Perth. Retrieved from: https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/mediaFiles/active-transport/AT_P_
Declining_Rate_walking_cycling_to_school_in_Perth.pdf (accessed 6 September 2024). Austroads (2024) Prioritising Active Travel. Retrieved from: https://austroads.gov.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0031/653368/AP-R711-24_Prioritising_Active_Transport.pdf (accessed 29 August 2025). 

17.	 RAC (2024). RAC Go App Data (unpublished) Total of 2,908 users. 

18.	 RAC (2024). Member Priority Tracker: Active Travel (Unpublished) Total of 329 responses. Data has been post-weighted to be representative of RAC’s membership which is broadly 
consistent with the WA population profile.

19.	 RAC Long Term Cycle Network GIS Dashboard. RAC data analysis based on data received from the Department of Transport and Major Infrastructure.  

20.	 Main Roads WA (2024). Main Roads WA Annual Report 2024. Retrieved from: https://annualreports.mainroads.wa.gov.au/AR-2024/pdf/MRWA-Annual-Report-2024.pdf (accessed 23 
July 2025). Public Transport Authority (2024). Public Transport Authority Annual Report 2023-24. Retrieved from: https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/Portals/15/annualreports/2024/Public%20
Transport%20Authority%20Annual%20Report%202023-24.pdf?ver=x0YCXN6Sv4gAzO8oYDqo-A%3d%3d  (accessed 23 July 2025). Department of Transport (2024). Annual Report 
2023-24. Retrieved from: https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/about-us/annual-report  (accessed 23 July 2025). 

21.	 WA Government (2025). Media Statement: Major Boost for Perth’s Walking and Riding Infrastructure. Retrieved from:  https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20
Labor%20Government/Major-boost-for-Perth%27s-walking-and-riding-infrastructure-20250113  (accessed 12 August 2025)

22.	 Based on WABN reporting for 2023-24. Department of Transport (2024). Western Australian Bicycle Network Plan - Annual Progress Report 2023-24. Retrieved from: https://transport.
wa.gov.au/getmedia/b8a8284b-87b5-464f-9e46-b3e1245a67f1/at_p_wabn_annual_progress_report_2023_24.pdf

23.	 LTCN GIS Mapping Dashboard, high level assessment of primary routes against secondary and local routes. 

24.	 Giles-Corti, B., Foster, S., Shilton, T., Falconer, R. (2010). The Co-Benefits for Health of Investing in Active Transportation. Retrieved from: https://www.phrp.com.au/wp-content/
uploads/2014/10/NB10027.pdf (accessed 30 August 2024).

25.	 Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development (2016). Australian Transport Assessment and Planning Guidelines: M4 Active Travel. Retrieved from: https://
www.atap.gov.au/mode-specific-guidance/active-travel/5-estimation-of-benefits (accessed 30 August 2024).

26.	 Cycling Embassy of Denmark (2018). Cycling Recommendations. Retrieved from: https://cyclingsolutions.info/cycling-recommendations/ (accessed 21 August 2024).

27.	 Berrie et al (2024). Does Cycle Commuting Reduce the Risk of Mental Ill-Health? An Instrumental Variable Analysis Using Distance to Nearest Cycle Path. Retrieved from:  
https://academic.oup.com/ije/article/53/1/dyad153/7529101?login=false (accessed 24 September 2024).

28.	 World Bank and ITDP. 2023. The Path Less Travelled (see page 3). Retrieved from: https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099112923115517791/pdf/
P500661086fdc80740ad42070ad301d0b66.pdf?__gcl=1*12qhj5o*_gcl_au*MTM2ODEzODk1LjE3MTc2MTMxOTY. (accessed 26 August 2025). 

29.	 We Ride Australia (2023). The Australian Cycling Economy Report – Estimating the Size and Scope of the Australian Cycling Economy in 2022. Retrieved from: https://www.weride.org.
au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/The_Australian_Cycling_and_e-scooter_Economy_in_2022_WeRide_and_EY_2023_Report_Final_web.pdf  (accessed 29 August 2024).

30.	 New South Wales Health (2024). NSW Active Transport Health Model Reference Outcome Values (p4). Retrieved from: https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/urbanhealth/Publications/
active-transport-model-guide.pdf (accessed 28 August 2025). 

31.	 Programme for Government. (2020). “Our Shared Future” (p13). Retrieved from: https://www.rte.ie/documents/news/2020/06/programmeforgovernment-june2020-final.pdf (accessed 
15 August 2025). 

32.	 Transport Scotland. (2023). Observations of Current Active Travel Delivery in Scotland. Retrieved from https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/the-ambassador-for-active-travel-s-
final-report/part-one/ (accessed 15 August 2025). 

33.	 Foro Nacional Bicicleta (2024). Infrastructure Milestone: the Greater Santiago Bike Lane Master Plan is Approved. Retrieved from: https://revistapedalea.com/hito-en-infraestructura-se-
aprueba-el-plan-maestro-de-ciclovias-gran-santiago/ (accessed 27 August 2025). 

34.	 ITDP (2023). Addis Ababa Cycle Network Plan 2022-2023. Retrieved from: https://africa.itdp.org/publication/addis-ababa-cycle-network-plan-2023-2032/ (accessed 28 August 2025)

35.	 Ministry of Transport Singapore (2025). Active Mobility Infrastructure. Retrieved from: https://www.mot.gov.sg/what-we-do/active-mobility/active-mobility-infrastructure (accessed 28 
August 2025). 

https://annualreports.mainroads.wa.gov.au/AR-2024/pdf/MRWA-Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/regional-western-australia-road-statistics
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/regional-western-australia-road-statistics
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/road-fatalities-year-date-and-annual-statistics
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/road-fatalities-year-date-and-annual-statistics
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population
https://datahub.roadsafety.gov.au/progress-reporting/monthly-road-deaths
https://datahub.roadsafety.gov.au/progress-reporting/monthly-road-deaths
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/regional-western-australia-road-statistics
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/road-safety-commission/regional-western-australia-road-statistics
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/map/regional-road-network-safety-improvements
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/map/regional-road-network-safety-improvements
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/map/regional-and-rural-wa-road-network-safety-improvements
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/map/regional-and-rural-wa-road-network-safety-improvements
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/McGowan-Labor-Government/Federal-backing-sought-for-WA-road-safety-initiative-20190801
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/McGowan-Labor-Government/Federal-backing-sought-for-WA-road-safety-initiative-20190801
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Successful-regional-road-safety-program-expanded-to-Local-Government-roads-20250813
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Successful-regional-road-safety-program-expanded-to-Local-Government-roads-20250813
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2024-12/roadsafetycouncilcommuniqueoctober2024.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2024-12/roadsafetycouncilcommuniqueoctober2024.pdf
https://annualreports.mainroads.wa.gov.au/AR-2023/welcome/our-stories/success-in-regional-road-safety-program.html
https://annualreports.mainroads.wa.gov.au/AR-2023/welcome/our-stories/success-in-regional-road-safety-program.html
https://walga.asn.au/policy-advice-and-advocacy/infrastructure/roads/report-on-local-government-road-assets-and-expendi.aspx 
https://walga.asn.au/policy-advice-and-advocacy/infrastructure/roads/report-on-local-government-road-assets-and-expendi.aspx 
https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-advocacy/our-policy-areas/infrastructure/resources/roads-2040-regional-development-strategies
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Budget-delivers-infrastructure%2C-major-services-in-the-Great-Southern-20250619
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Budget-delivers-infrastructure%2C-major-services-in-the-Great-Southern-20250619
https://saferspeedstrial.com.au/
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/mediaFiles/active-transport/AT_P_Declining_Rate_walking_cycling_to_school_in_Perth.pdf
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/mediaFiles/active-transport/AT_P_Declining_Rate_walking_cycling_to_school_in_Perth.pdf
https://austroads.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/653368/AP-R711-24_Prioritising_Active_Transport.pdf
https://austroads.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/653368/AP-R711-24_Prioritising_Active_Transport.pdf
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/Portals/15/annualreports/2024/Public%20Transport%20Authority%20Annual%20Report%202023-24.pdf?ver=x0YCXN6Sv4gAzO8oYDqo-A%3d%3d
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/Portals/15/annualreports/2024/Public%20Transport%20Authority%20Annual%20Report%202023-24.pdf?ver=x0YCXN6Sv4gAzO8oYDqo-A%3d%3d
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/about-us/annual-report
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Major-boost-for-Perth%27s-walking-and-riding-infrastructure-20250113
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/media-statements/Cook%20Labor%20Government/Major-boost-for-Perth%27s-walking-and-riding-infrastructure-20250113
https://transport.wa.gov.au/getmedia/b8a8284b-87b5-464f-9e46-b3e1245a67f1/at_p_wabn_annual_progress_report_2023_24.pdf

https://transport.wa.gov.au/getmedia/b8a8284b-87b5-464f-9e46-b3e1245a67f1/at_p_wabn_annual_progress_report_2023_24.pdf

https://www.phrp.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/NB10027.pdf
https://www.phrp.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/NB10027.pdf
https://www.atap.gov.au/mode-specific-guidance/active-travel/5-estimation-of-benefits
https://www.atap.gov.au/mode-specific-guidance/active-travel/5-estimation-of-benefits
https://cyclingsolutions.info/cycling-recommendations/
https://academic.oup.com/ije/article/53/1/dyad153/7529101?login=false
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099112923115517791/pdf/P500661086fdc80740ad42070ad301d0b66.pdf?__gcl=1*12qhj5o*_gcl_au*MTM2ODEzODk1LjE3MTc2MTMxOTY.
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099112923115517791/pdf/P500661086fdc80740ad42070ad301d0b66.pdf?__gcl=1*12qhj5o*_gcl_au*MTM2ODEzODk1LjE3MTc2MTMxOTY.
https://www.weride.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/The_Australian_Cycling_and_e-scooter_Economy_in_2022_WeRide_and_EY_2023_Report_Final_web.pdf
https://www.weride.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/The_Australian_Cycling_and_e-scooter_Economy_in_2022_WeRide_and_EY_2023_Report_Final_web.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/urbanhealth/Publications/active-transport-model-guide.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/urbanhealth/Publications/active-transport-model-guide.pdf
https://www.rte.ie/documents/news/2020/06/programmeforgovernment-june2020-final.pdf
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/the-ambassador-for-active-travel-s-final-report/part-one/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/the-ambassador-for-active-travel-s-final-report/part-one/
https://revistapedalea.com/hito-en-infraestructura-se-aprueba-el-plan-maestro-de-ciclovias-gran-santiago/
https://revistapedalea.com/hito-en-infraestructura-se-aprueba-el-plan-maestro-de-ciclovias-gran-santiago/
https://africa.itdp.org/publication/addis-ababa-cycle-network-plan-2023-2032/
https://www.mot.gov.sg/what-we-do/active-mobility/active-mobility-infrastructure


RAC State Budget Submission 
2026-27

18

36.	 Union Cycliste Internationale (2022).  Abu Dhabi. Retrieved from: https://www.uci.org/abu-dhabi/2u0u6A681bOkeZ19VD0wQa (accessed 28 August 2025)

37.	 City of Paris (2021). The Paris Bicycle Plan 2021-2026. Retrieved from: https://www.paris.fr/en/pages/a-new-cycling-plan-for-a-100-bikeable-city-28350 (accessed 12 September 2025).

38.	 Forbes (2024). French Revolution: Cyclists Now Outnumber Motorists in Paris. Retrieved from: https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2024/04/06/french-revolution-cyclists-now-
outnumber-motorists-in-paris/  (accessed 15 August 2025). 

39.	 City of London (2025) City Streets 2025 Summary Report (p10). Retrieved from: https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/City-Streets-2025-Summary-Report.pdf 
(accessed 28 August 2025). 

40.	 RAC (2024). Member Priority Tracker: Active Travel (Unpublished) Total of 329 responses. Data has been post-weighted to be representative of RAC’s membership which is broadly 
consistent with the WA population profile.

41.	 Austroads (2024) Prioritising Active Travel. Retrieved from: https://austroads.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/653368/AP-R711-24_Prioritising_Active_Transport.pdf (accessed 1 
September 2025).

42.	 Department of Transport (2017) WA Bicycle Network Plan. Retrieved from: WA Bicycle Network Plan | Transport WA https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/active-transport/programs-
initiatives/wa-bicycle-network-plan (accessed 18 September 2025)

43.	 Infrastructure Australia (2019). Urban Transport and Crowding (see page 116). Retrieved from:  https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-08/Urban%20
Transport%20Crowding%20and%20Congestion%20-%208.%20Greater%20Perth.pdf (accessed 11 August 2025)

44.	 Infrastructure Australia. (2019). Urban Transport Crowding and Congestion. Retrieved from: https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-08/Urban%20
Transport%20Crowding%20and%20Congestion.pdf (accessed 3 September 2025)

45.	 Public Transport Authority. (2025). Transport Performance. https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/about-us/priorities-and-performance/transport-performance  (accessed 12 August 2025).  

46.	 Office of the Auditor General (2017). Planning and Management of Bus Services. Retrieved from: https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/planning-management-bus-
services/auditor-generals-overview/ (accessed 4 September 2025).

47.	 Public Transport Authority. (2018). Public Transport: Major Road Corridor Review. Retrieved from: https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/about-us/working-with-the-pta/urban-design-and-planning-
guidelines (accessed 12 August 2025).

48.	 Public Transport Authority. (2019). Public Transport: Major Road Corridor Review. Retrieved from: https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/Portals/15/AA_DOCUMENTS/About_us/Working%20
with%20PTA/Urban_design_planning/PTA%20-%20Public%20Transport%20-%20Major%20Road%20Corridor%20Review%202018.pdf?ver=ORStnu2dYr2UDdfKjQSuJQ%3d%3d&time
stamp=1754620462457 (accessed August 8, 2025).

49.	 Litman, Todd. VTPI. (2025). Transportation Planning Paradox. Retrieved from:  https://www.vtpi.org/ITED_paradox.pdf  (accessed 11 August 2025).

50.	 RAC Mobility Bulletin. (2021). Prioritising the Bus: Low Cost, High Impact. Retrieved from:  https://sitecore-prd-cdn.rac.com.au/-/media/files/rac-website/about-rac/advocacy/18067-
public-policy_bus-priority-mobility-bulletin_ebook.pdf?modified=20210621070901  (accessed 8 August 2025).  

51.	 Australian Transport Research Forum (2024). Measuring and incorporating a wider set of bus priority benefits in strategic modelling. Retrieved from:  
https://australasiantransportresearchforum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/ATRF2024_Resubmission_104.pdf (accessed 4 September 2025).

52.	 Safe System Solutions. Number of People Killed by Travel Mode. Litman, Todd. (2025). Safer than You Think: Revising the Transit Safety Narrative. Victoria Policy Institute. Retrieved 
from: https://www.vtpi.org/safer.pdf (accessed 8 August 2025).

53.	 Goh, Currie, Sarvi and Logan. 2013. Road Safety Benefits from Bus Priority: An Empirical Study. Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research Board No 
2352, Washington DC, 2013. Retrieved from:  https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3141/2352-05  (accessed 12 August 2025).

54.	 University of Melbourne (Melbourne Climate Futures) (2023). Health Impacts Associated with Traffic Emissions In Australia. Retrieved from: https://www.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0006/4498161/Expert-Position-Statement_Vehicle-emissions_FINAL.pdf (accessed 13 August 2025).

55.	 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2024). OECD Data Explorer. Retrieved from: https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?lc=en&tm=NOx&pg=0&snb=8&vw=tb&df[d
s]=dsDisseminateFinalDMZ&df[id]=DSD_AIR_EMISSIONS%40DF_AIR_EMISSIONS&df[ag]=OECD.ENV.EPI&df[vs]=1.0&dq=.A.NOX.T_EM_MM.KG_PS&pd=2021%2C2023&to[TIME_
PERIOD]=false (accessed 13 August 2025).  

56.	 Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (2024). Australia’s National Greenhouse Accounts. Retrieved from: https://ageis.climatechange.gov.au/ (accessed 
13 August 2025).

57.	 Australian Government (2025). Transport and Infrastructure Net Zero Roadmap and Action Plan. Retrieved from: Transport and Infrastructure Net Zero Roadmap and Action Plan.

58.	 Calculated by using emissions in 1993 and 2023 and Australian Bureau of Statistics. Sources: Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (2024). Australia’s 
National Greenhouse Accounts. Retrieved from: https://ageis.climatechange.gov.au/ (accessed 13 August 2025); Australian Bureau of Statistics (2025) National, state and territory 
population. Retrieved from: https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#data-downloads (accessed 17 December 2025).

59.	 International Energy Agency (2025). Global EV Data Explorer. Retrieved from: https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/data-tools/global-ev-data-explorer (accessed 13 August 2025).

60.	 Infrastructure Australia (2019). National highway electric vehicle fast charging. Retrieved from: https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/ipl/national-highway-electric-vehicle-fast-
charging (accessed 14 August 2025).

61.	 International Energy Agency (2025). Global EV Outlook 2025 - Electric vehicle charging. Retrieved from: https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2025/electric-vehicle-charging 
(accessed 14 August 2025). 

62.	 RAC (2024). Understanding the environmental impact of our vehicles. Retrieved from: https://sitecore-prd-cdn.rac.com.au/-/media/files/rac-website/about-rac/public-
policy/19609policy--researchenvironmental-impacts-of-vehicles-docebook.pdf (accessed 14 August 2025).

63.	 Green hydrogen is extracted using a method that does not produce GHG emissions while grey hydrogen is extracted from natural gas, or methane, typically using steam 
reformation. Emissions during this process are not captured or stored and are released into the atmosphere.

64.	 CSIRO has modelled three scenarios: Progressive Change; Step Change; and Green Energy Exports based on different rates of carbon offsets, energy efficiency, fuel switching, and 
electricity decarbonisation in the wholesale electricity market. The 2025 Wholesale Electricity Market Electricity Statement of Opportunities indicates that Step Change is the 
expected scenario.

65.	 Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (2025). Electric vehicle projections 2024. Retrieved from: https://www.aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/
isp/2025/stage-2/electric-vehicle-projections-2024.pdf (accessed 14 August 2025). Note: EV sales and fleet share percentages include BEVs, PHEVs and FCEVs.

66.	 Deloitte (2024). EV Charging Infrastructure: The next frontier. Retrieved from: https://www.deloitte.com/content/dam/assets-zone1/au/en/docs/industries/government-public-
services/2023/deloitte-au-itrg-ev-public-charging-model-report-updated-110124.pdf (accessed 15 August 2025).

67.	 Fleet Auto News (23 June 2025). ARVAL Fleet and Mobility Barometer 2025: Key Findings for Australia. Retrieved from: https://fleetautonews.com.au/arval-fleet-and-mobility-
barometer-2025-key-findings-for-australia/ (accessed 19 August 2025). 

68.	 NSW Climate and Energy Action (2024). New grant rounds continue to drive EV charge in NSW. Retrieved from: https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/news/new-grant-rounds-continue-
drive-ev-charge-nsw (accessed 18 August 2025).

https://www.uci.org/abu-dhabi/2u0u6A681bOkeZ19VD0wQa
https://www.paris.fr/en/pages/a-new-cycling-plan-for-a-100-bikeable-city-28350
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2024/04/06/french-revolution-cyclists-now-outnumber-motorists-in-paris/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2024/04/06/french-revolution-cyclists-now-outnumber-motorists-in-paris/
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-Environment/City-Streets-2025-Summary-Report.pdf
https://austroads.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/653368/AP-R711-24_Prioritising_Active_Transport.pdf
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/active-transport/programs-initiatives/wa-bicycle-network-plan
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/active-transport/programs-initiatives/wa-bicycle-network-plan
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-08/Urban%20Transport%20Crowding%20and%20Congestion%20-%208.%20Greater%20Perth.pdf
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-08/Urban%20Transport%20Crowding%20and%20Congestion%20-%208.%20Greater%20Perth.pdf
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-08/Urban%20Transport%20Crowding%20and%20Congestion.pdf
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-08/Urban%20Transport%20Crowding%20and%20Congestion.pdf
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/about-us/priorities-and-performance/transport-performance
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/planning-management-bus-services/auditor-generals-overview/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/planning-management-bus-services/auditor-generals-overview/
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/about-us/working-with-the-pta/urban-design-and-planning-guidelines
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/about-us/working-with-the-pta/urban-design-and-planning-guidelines
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/Portals/15/AA_DOCUMENTS/About_us/Working%20with%20PTA/Urban_design_planning/PTA%20-%20Public%20Transport%20-%20Major%20Road%20Corridor%20Review%202018.pdf?ver=ORStnu2dYr2UDdfKjQSuJQ%3d%3d&timestamp=1754620462457
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/Portals/15/AA_DOCUMENTS/About_us/Working%20with%20PTA/Urban_design_planning/PTA%20-%20Public%20Transport%20-%20Major%20Road%20Corridor%20Review%202018.pdf?ver=ORStnu2dYr2UDdfKjQSuJQ%3d%3d&timestamp=1754620462457
https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/Portals/15/AA_DOCUMENTS/About_us/Working%20with%20PTA/Urban_design_planning/PTA%20-%20Public%20Transport%20-%20Major%20Road%20Corridor%20Review%202018.pdf?ver=ORStnu2dYr2UDdfKjQSuJQ%3d%3d&timestamp=1754620462457
https://www.vtpi.org/ITED_paradox.pdf
https://sitecore-prd-cdn.rac.com.au/-/media/files/rac-website/about-rac/advocacy/18067-public-policy_bus-priority-mobility-bulletin_ebook.pdf?modified=20210621070901
https://sitecore-prd-cdn.rac.com.au/-/media/files/rac-website/about-rac/advocacy/18067-public-policy_bus-priority-mobility-bulletin_ebook.pdf?modified=20210621070901
https://australasiantransportresearchforum.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/ATRF2024_Resubmission_104.pdf
https://www.vtpi.org/safer.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3141/2352-05
https://www.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/4498161/Expert-Position-Statement_Vehicle-emissions_FINAL.pdf
https://www.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/4498161/Expert-Position-Statement_Vehicle-emissions_FINAL.pdf
https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?lc=en&tm=NOx&pg=0&snb=8&vw=tb&df[ds]=dsDisseminateFinalDMZ&df[id]=DSD_AIR_EMISSIONS%40DF_AIR_EMISSIONS&df[ag]=OECD.ENV.EPI&df[vs]=1.0&dq=.A.NOX.T_EM_MM.KG_PS&pd=2021%2C2023&to[TIME_PERIOD]=false
https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?lc=en&tm=NOx&pg=0&snb=8&vw=tb&df[ds]=dsDisseminateFinalDMZ&df[id]=DSD_AIR_EMISSIONS%40DF_AIR_EMISSIONS&df[ag]=OECD.ENV.EPI&df[vs]=1.0&dq=.A.NOX.T_EM_MM.KG_PS&pd=2021%2C2023&to[TIME_PERIOD]=false
https://data-explorer.oecd.org/vis?lc=en&tm=NOx&pg=0&snb=8&vw=tb&df[ds]=dsDisseminateFinalDMZ&df[id]=DSD_AIR_EMISSIONS%40DF_AIR_EMISSIONS&df[ag]=OECD.ENV.EPI&df[vs]=1.0&dq=.A.NOX.T_EM_MM.KG_PS&pd=2021%2C2023&to[TIME_PERIOD]=false
https://ageis.climatechange.gov.au/
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release#data-downloads
https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/data-tools/global-ev-data-explorer
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/ipl/national-highway-electric-vehicle-fast-charging
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/ipl/national-highway-electric-vehicle-fast-charging
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2025/electric-vehicle-charging
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2025/electric-vehicle-charging
https://sitecore-prd-cdn.rac.com.au/-/media/files/rac-website/about-rac/public-policy/19609policy--researchenvironmental-impacts-of-vehicles-docebook.pdf
https://sitecore-prd-cdn.rac.com.au/-/media/files/rac-website/about-rac/public-policy/19609policy--researchenvironmental-impacts-of-vehicles-docebook.pdf
https://www.aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2025/stage-2/electric-vehicle-projections-2024.pdf
https://www.aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2025/stage-2/electric-vehicle-projections-2024.pdf
https://www.deloitte.com/content/dam/assets-zone1/au/en/docs/industries/government-public-services/2023/deloitte-au-itrg-ev-public-charging-model-report-updated-110124.pdf
https://www.deloitte.com/content/dam/assets-zone1/au/en/docs/industries/government-public-services/2023/deloitte-au-itrg-ev-public-charging-model-report-updated-110124.pdf
https://fleetautonews.com.au/arval-fleet-and-mobility-barometer-2025-key-findings-for-australia/
https://fleetautonews.com.au/arval-fleet-and-mobility-barometer-2025-key-findings-for-australia/
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/news/new-grant-rounds-continue-drive-ev-charge-nsw
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/news/new-grant-rounds-continue-drive-ev-charge-nsw


RAC State Budget Submission 
2026-27

19



R
A

C
B

M
-2

9
97

For more information or to contact RAC 
E advocacy@rac.com.au  rac.com.au/advocacy


